(• 8th Grant given out to the Walters-Hooey family link)

The Walters-Hooey Family
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Mackenzie, Troy, Jack, Mara, and Quincy
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Tong Zhi Jie

I (Mara) am a native of Colorado and Troy was raised in Fargo, North Dakota. Troy was in Colorado for work when we met in 1994 and he later moved here to Colorado in 1995. We married in August of 1997 and had our beautiful daughter, Mackenzie, 2 years later. We loved being parents. The love we had for this little child made us feel our hearts would burst. We were excited to have more!

As most couples do, we had a casual life plan for what and where we'd like to see our life be together. We always thought we'd like to have 2 children through birth and adopt our third child. Well, as life often goes, it has plans of it's own. Adoption has always been something that I wanted to do and after 3 miscarriages we decided that adoption was the direction we were meant to go. Through this process we've found life has a way of working out maybe not how we’d first envisioned but something more meaningful was meant to be. We always wanted to adopt, that just seemed so right for us, God must have known that if we'd have had that second birth child we'd have probably not adopted. Now, we can't imagine not going through this life altering process. We would have missed out on getting our Quincy and Jack and that we cannot even fathom.

We decided to adopt from Kazakhstan in October of 2002 and Quincy became our child on November 21, 2003. She was what we were waiting for. She is so special and such an amazing part of our family that we wanted to do it again! Our two girls have given us so much joy that we knew we wanted another child and that we wanted to adopt from China. Now instead of my old life plan of birthing two children and adopting one, life switched it on me and I couldn’t have been happier.  

We began the process to adopt from China in June of 2005. We were expecting to adopt a baby girl, but the whole time we kept looking at CCAI’s Waiting Child web site and we saw this 14-year-old girl who captured our hearts. She found a family soon after but it changed our thinking and we decided that adopting a child from the waiting child program was the direction we wanted to take. We turned in our Waiting Child Medical Check List on February 21, 2006 and on the 22nd we were sent the file of our baby boy Jack! We were overwhelmed with this little guy and couldn’t believe we were having a boy! We traveled to China in mid May and brought him home June 2, 2006. He fit in with our family so perfectly, it couldn’t have worked out better. Our older daughters are like his second moms, and he milks it for all it’s worth. He was diagnosed with VSD and he has had two check ups with the cardiologist and the hole in his heart has gone down by half. He is so happy, healthy and very loved. 

We’ve only been home with Jack a bit over a year and honestly we thought we were done adding to our family. But something kept me looking at CCAI’s Waiting Child List. That is when we saw this amazing little 8 year-old boy on the list named Tong Zhi Jie who was from Urumqi, XinJiang. I couldn’t stop thinking about him. I was constantly looking to see if he had found his forever family and never did. Troy and I talked about it, but it seemed it would be impossible financially after having adopted two kids, one just a little over a year ago. He also has a special need of club feet. He has had surgery, but by the pictures it looks like more is needed. We didn’t know the first thing about club feet or what would be involved. We talked more about it and we did some research on club feet and luckily we have a wonderful Children’s Hospital in Denver that has many resources. We talked even more and realized that we were a very strong family and we have so much support from friends and family that we could be strong for Tong Zhi Jie and get him whatever help he needed if we were able to bring him home. 

So all that was left was the financial impossibility, we thought it was so unfair that it was money that was going to stand in our way of making this boy a part of our family. Then we saw under his photo that his file would be returned soon. My heart sank, this couldn’t be. I called CCAI and it was going to be returned that day. I called Troy and he said, OK, we will do whatever it takes to bring him home, we just have to trust it will work out. Right then we felt this was so right to go get this little boy and bring him home. We told Mackenzie and Quincy that they would have another brother and they were ecstatic. They were jumping up and down and they couldn’t stop smiling. We know that this little boy has some medical problems, but we are up to helping him get better and to show him he is loved and very much wanted. We have decided as a family to call him Luke.

After we decided to move ahead with adopting Luke, Deniece Hess at CCAI, an angel here on earth, got us in contact with two more true angels on earth (they must all be drawn to each other=-), Denise and Steve. They graciously came to our home and listened to us go on and on about Luke and how strongly we felt for him. They talked with our children and our kids took to them right away. I think kids can sense adults who truly respect and love children. After an amazing night, Denise and Steve told us we’d be the 8th family to receive a grant from their Foundation, The Wiley, Morgan & Parker Fund. We were overwhelmed by their generosity and words can’t express how thankful we are for their gift.

We honestly feel so blessed that we were able to create our family through birth and through adoption. Both are truly amazing. Both have enriched our lives and given us such depth and life experience that we would never want to trade. The people we have met along the adoption path have also added so much richness to our lives. So many people comment on how lucky our children are. I can’t even express how lucky we are, that we were allowed this chance to parent these amazing kids, we cannot believe that they are ours!

I now feel that this is exactly what we are suppose to be doing and I feel so blessed that we get to have this amazing opportunity to add to our family once more in the most amazing way 
